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be worshipped uninterruptedly every day, -and that he who
neglects to worship such an image daily incurs the sin of
Brahman murder, the most heinous of all crimes. But the
number of the lesser gods is legion, and if a Brahman were
to pay his respects to them all daily, the day would not be long
enough for him to complete the round of them. For not only
are they innumerable, but they are constantly on the increase,
and there is absolutely no limit to their pullulation. Any new
disease or untoward incident is liable to create a new deity
out of hand. Nowhere, accordingly, is the observer in a
better position to follow the progress of a god from the incu-
batory stage upward ; and he may be pardoned if he ends
by suspecting that some of the great gods of Hindooism may
have sprung from the same humble germs as the lesser fry
of divinities which he sees swarming under his eyes to this day.
The many superstitious beliefs and customs recorded by
our author on the whole conform to types which are now
familiar to students of folk-lore and primitive religion. We
hear, for example, of water-spirits who demand a human
victim every year, and who resent any attempt to snatch their
prey from them by rescuing a drowning person. We have
examples of the curious pretence of marrying persons to trees
before they engage in a real marriage which happens to be
deemed dangerous or unlucky, as when a man marries a third
wife or a widow. In the case of widow marriages, as Mr.
Enthoven observes, the source of 4anger which is apprehended
appears to be the ghost of the widow's late husband, who is
naturally jealous of his successor, and may almost be excused
for troubling his connubial bliss. So, in order either to
deceive or to pacify him, the bold man who weds the widow
is first united in holy matrimony to a tree, which is afterwards
cut down ; and the ghost of the man is left 'to console himself
with the ghost of the tree-bride. Again, when a girl born
under an unlucky star is about to be married, she is first
wedded to a tree or an earthen pot before being married to a
man ; in this way the ill-luck attaching to her is communicated
to the tree or the pot instead of to her husband. Again, we
meet with the familiar belief that the souls of the dead are
reborn in their descendants, particularly the soul of a grand-
father in the body of his grandson, who accordingly takes the